CLIMATE ACTION LAB
A 10-DAY ONLINE -SUMMER- TRAINING PROGRAM FOR HS STUDENTS

EDUCATION
Climate Change 101
Extreme Weather/Hurricane Prep
Freshwater Issues
The Everglades
Green Infrastructure
Composting/Hydroponic Farms
Renewable Energy/Technologies
Environmental Injustice/Climate
Gentrification
Starting Climate Action

COMMUNICATION

MOBILIZATION

Design Thinking Methods Workshop
Storytelling Workshop
Photovoice Project
Letter to the Editor/Op-Ed Training
Civics/Local Government 101
Using Art as a Tool
Speaking with Elected Officials
Connecting Your Passion to Action
Finding Common Ground with Climate
Skeptics

•
Education is an important part of changing behavior, yet most contemporary
education focuses primarily on an individual's knowledge about climate
science, which research suggests has limited utility in supporting a collective
response to this crisis. This intensive program proposes a new focus that is
sensitive to the shared need for rapid, collective impact. It is based on three
core principles - participation, relevance, interconnectedness - which are
more likely to result in agency than interventions based on knowledge
acquisition alone.
-Yoca Arditi-Rocha
CLEO Executive Director

The Youth Climate Movement
Movement Building 101
Climate Emergency Declaration
Training
Youth Climate Movement Roundtable
Discussion
How To Raise Your Voice
Writing to Elected Officials
Social Media Campaigns
Climate Strike Sign-Making

PROGRAM ORGANIZERS

Julieta Rodrigo

Gabriela Rodriguez

Nicole Gazo

Program Manager

Program Coordinator

Program Intern

WHO DID WE
CONNECT WITH?
Our students heard from a stellar lineup
of local and national leaders in science,
policy, advocacy, journalism, the arts,
and more.
Caroline Lewis, The CLEO Institute
John Morales, NBC-6 Chief Meteorologist

Above:
Congresswoman
Kathy
Castor,
United
States
Representative speaks to our students for our "Planting Your
Roots in Government" session.

David Merrick, Emergency Management and
Homeland Security Program, Florida State
University
Irela Bagué, Bagué Group
Reverend Houston R. Cypress, Love the

July 20th, 2020 - August 4th, 2020

Everglades Movement

PROGRAM RECAP

and Robert Curtis, Curtis + Rogers Design

Aurora Alcaide, Mariana Boldu, Aida Curtis,
Studio

The Climate Action Lab aims to educate high school students on
the climate crisis and empower them to take action. This program
features experts and professionals in the field who provide our
students

baseline

knowledge

in

science,

solutions,

communications, advocacy, and more. Through this exposure and

Lisa Merkle, Box Greens Hydroponic Farms
Sanna O’Sullivan, Miami Beach Botanical
Garden
Natalia Ortiz, The CLEO Institute
Reverend Neddy Astudillo, GreenFaith
Valencia Gunder, The New Florida Majority
Delaney Reynolds, The Sink or Swim Project
Salome Garcia, The CLEO Institute

in-depth interactions, students gain the necessary knowledge and

Sabrina Hu, Nia Ogletree, and Charlotte

skills to transform into effective climate communicators and

Gina Maranto, Ecosystem Science and Policy,

catalysts of change for their communities.

Stuart-Tilley, GenCLEO
University of Miami
Kate Stein, Former Environmental Reporter at
WLRN
Dwight Bullard, The New Florida Majority
Adam Roberti, Cortada Projects
Anna Eskamani, Florida State Representative
Kathy Castor, United States Representative
Lina Castaneda, Sustainability Activist and
Creative
Linda Cheung, Before It’s Too Late
Sofia Mesa, UThrift, University of Miami
Jackson Oberlink, ReThink Energy Florida
Lisa Fernandez and Ruthie Gold, The Yale
Program on Climate Change Communications
Samantha Gazda, Fridays For Future Miami,
GenCLEO
John Paul Mejia, Sunrise Movement Miami,
GenCLEO
Rebecca Harris, The Climate Mobilization

Above: John Morales, NBC6 Chief Meteorologist and CLEO Board Member, covers the

Kevin J. Patel, One Up Action International

impacts of climate change on hurricanes, extreme heat, sea level rise, and more for our

Alex Harris, Miami Herald

"Weather You Like It or Not, Climate Change is Happening" session.

2

HOW WILL
THEY MOVE
FOWARD?

Above: GenCLEO Youth Leaders, John Paul Mejia and
Samantha Gazda, give our students a "Movement Building
101" session.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES
Throughout the program, our students did not just learn about the
climate crisis. They took action. Our students:
Mastered their abilities to communicate the climate crisis through the
CLEO Speakers Network

As our students move forward from
the Climate Action Lab (CAL) and
further into the climate movement,
The CLEO Institute provides each
student with a Resource Guide that
contains climate education and
advocacy opportunities to encourage
further personal development. We
also integrate our students into our
other education advocacy programs,
such as The GenCLEO Youth
Empowerment Program and The
Climate
Leadership
Information
Program. Even more, we have regular
check-ins with the students to catch
up on their climate action endeavors.

Wrote their own letters-to-the-editor or opinion-editorials
Voiced their concerns to their elected officials about various issues
Shared their climate stories through a social media campaign
Held climate conversations with their loved ones
Calculated their carbon footprint and reflected on their choices
Built their own solar ovens, exemplifying renewable energy
Created their own climate strike signs with demands
18 students became newly certified CLEO Speakers ready to educate their
communities about the climate crisis!

I love this program so
much because they give
you the information and
tools you need, and they
actually help you take
action. They give you that
little push you need to get
out of your comfort zone.
- Kareema B.,
CAL Graduate

Above: Simone, a student of the Climate Action Lab, gives a Climate Change 101
presentation, explaining the science, impacts, and solutions related to the climate crisis.
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STUDENT TESTIMONIALS
What did we accomplish?
I first heard about the Climate Action Lab through my school and I didn't know what to expect. Since Day 1, I was so shocked by how great the
speakers were, how important they were, how great the leaders were, and how the students interacted with each other in such a great way. I
learned so much every single day. The entire experience was so impactful for me. It woke me up to solutions and science I didn't know about
the climate crisis. It really encompassed everything I needed to know. I highly recommend it. - Isabella M.
It was an amazing program. Thank you for getting all the cool and interesting people to share their expertise about these serious problems.
Before I had no idea what climate change was, but now I feel very confident to explain to my friends and try to get them involved in the
movement as well. - Xavier G.
I didn't know what I was getting myself into, but I knew it was something I wanted to dive into because I love the Earth so much. Throughout
the program, the leaders were super helpful. I love this program so much because they give you the information and tools you need, and they
actually help you take action. They give you that little push you need to get out of your comfort zone. I appreciate this opportunity so much. I
love this program. - Kareema B.
I would rate this program 10 out of 10. I learned a lot, not just about climate change, but how it's affecting us and solutions. It's a little bit
overwhelming to learn about climate science but the solutions gave me hope. All the activities and speakers that came and engaged with us
really inspired me. This is the greatest opportunity that I know of to learn and to get involved in the climate scene. I would recommend the
program to any student. - Nia O
On top of having the climate science, [The Climate Action Lab] really helped us communicate it. All of the information was really clear, which I
appreciated, but mostly, it helped me with my confidence. It did a good job at succinctly conveying information while giving me the courage to
go out and make my own difference now while I can, because I never felt that I could. I think that the program as a whole is going to make a
difference. - Daniela F.
I am so glad that I participated in this program. My goal was to improve my communication skills and learn more about the climate crisis, and I
definitely accomplished that. I learned how to reach people's minds and hearts and create an impact on them... Thank you for this program. Gabriela M.

Above left: Students of our 2020 Climate Action Lab cohort. ready to apply their skills to drive climate action in their communities.
Above right: Alexis, a student of the Climate Action Lab, with her DIY solar oven, putting her knowledge about renewable energies to the test.
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