


The Climate Action Lab is a 10-day summer training program held 
by The CLEO Institute, in partnership with The National Parks 
Conservation Association. Our goal is for our students to come out 
of this program understanding climate science and feeling empowered 
to take action by being exposed to experts and professionals in a variety of 
fields. Through the Climate Action Lab, students learn skills such as storytelling, 
advocacy, and effective communication through an intersectional lens that 
connects climate to equity and civic leadership.

About The Climate Action Lab

Throughout the program, our students did not just learn about the climate crisis. They took 
action. 
Our students:

• Mastered their abilities to communicate the climate crisis through the CLEO Speakers
Network

• Wrote their own letters to their school administrators

• Voiced their concerns to their elected officials about
various issues

• Shared their climate stories through
social media campaigns and various forms of

artistic expression

• Held climate conversations with
their loved ones

• Identified and responded to 
climate misconceptions in media

• Took a field trip to a solar powered 
facility to learn about renewable energy

• 23 students became newly 
certified CLEO Speakers ready to 
educate their communities about the 
climate crisis!
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Dear Ms. Luisa Santos,

Climate change is the most urgent matter we must all fight against today. We must
switch to greener options to reduce our environmental footprint, and inspire the young scholars
in these schools to fight with us. Some greener alternatives to what we currently have are:

● Switching to a renewable energy resource, like solar panels.
○ They could power our lights, cell phones, computers, etc, while not feeding the

excessive CO2 already in our atmosphere.
● Have living green walls with native plants.

○ This not only makes the breeze cooler but also makes the school look more
aesthetically pleasing.

● Have a community garden where students can get fruits and vegetables.
● Switch our cafeteria utensils to be made out of compostable material.
● Have a composting site where people can throw away their leftover food and

compostable utensils.
● Have more plant-based food options other than salads. Perhaps even implement

schools to have Meatless Mondays!
○ Salads are a good start, but they cannot fill up a student for the next 2-3 hours of

their school day.
● Have the same number of recycling bins as there are trash cans. Additionally, have

infographics that say what people can specifically recycle and what they cannot.
○ Wishcycling (which is to unknowingly put unrecyclable items in the recycling bin)

hurts recycling companies greatly!
● Have infographics about climate change around the schools.
● Have guest speakers come yearly to all the schools talking about climate change to the

students.
● Mandate all schools to have motion sensor lights rather than switches.

○ This saves you money and energy usage.

I am urging and challenging you to implement at least 3 of these improvements for schools in
your district by the year 2024. I believe you can accomplish this because my school, Miami
Palmetto Senior High School, has had a complete renovation in its entirety in just 4 years. I
would like to see the same or harder work from my school being put into these greener
alternatives.

Do this for our future.

Best wishes,
Amanda
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 Week 1: Education



Students watched a presentation about the
fundamentals of climate change science, impacts, and 
solutions, including topics such as mitigation, 
adaptation, social justice, and effects in Florida.

Our House is on Fire: Climate Change 101 
by Caroline Lewis, Founder & Senior 
Climate Adviser, The CLEO Institute

What’s All the Buzz About? A Look at 
Florida’s Energy Systems by 

Michael Ohlsen, CEM, CPM, Clean
Energy Plan Manager, City 

of Tallahassee
Students participated in a workshop, where they 

learned how our energy grid works, renewable 
energy, and energy conservation.They also 

participated in an energy burden activity where 
they portrayed the roles of landlords, 

renters, and utilities.
Weather You Like It or Not, Climate Change 
is Happening by Irene Sans, Editorial 
Manager & Meteorologist, 
Radar & Weather
Students learned about the connections between climate 
change and extreme weather, as well as best practices 
when it comes to preparedness. 

Let’s Sea How the Seas are Rising by 
Katherine Hagemann, Resilience Program 

Manager for Adaptation and Sandra St.
Hilaire, Resilience Coordinator, 

Communications & Outreach, Miami-Dade 
County Office of Resilience

Students were exposed to the ways in which sea level rise is 
being driven by climate change, examples of sea level rise 

impacts in local communities, and different 
adaptation strategies.
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Public Health Saves Lives by Claudia Navarro, Deputy 
Director, WeCount
Students learned about how climate change leads to heat 
stress and how this affects agriculture and construction 
works by participating in a brainstorming activity about heat 
stress standards and regulations related to rest, shade, 
water, and education.

An Apple-tite for Change by 
Hayley Furman, Assistant Program 

Manager, The CLEO Institute
Students watched a presentation about food’s impacts 
on climate change, climate change’s impacts on food, 

growing food, food miles and access, nutrition 
disparities, as well as community and school gardens.

Imagining the Future: 2040 Film
Gameau directs a film where he imagines what his daughter’s life will 
be like in 20 years by focusing on practical and achievable solutions 
to mitigate the climate crisis.

The Grass is Greener: Modern Solutions for a Sustainable 
World by Aida Curtis, Founding Principal 
and Landscape Architect; Robert Curtis, 

Environmental Sustainability Coordinator; 
Aurora Alcaide, Landscape Designer, 

Curtis + Rogers Design Studio
Students learned about the importance of integrating grey 

infrastructure with blue and green infrastructure in 
sustainable landscaping. They did so by participating in a 

workshop in which they came up with actual infrastructure plans to help make 
Jose Marti Park more resilient.
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Students created humorous memes 
related to various aspects of the 
climate crisis.

 Week 2: Communication



There’s an I in Climate Session: Owning 
Your Story by Jeremy Ornstein, Director 
of Storytelling, Sunrise Movement and 
Emily Gonzalez, Youth Activist, 
Fridays for Future
Students learned how to craft their climate stories, 
specifically by focusing on a challenge, choice, and 
outcome structure.

1st Amendment Writes: How to 
Interact with Elected 

Officials by Salomé Garcia, 
Policy and Campaigns 

Manager, The CLEO Institute
Students learned about the importance 

and best practices when it comes to 
contacting and interacting with their 

elected officials, such as through 
lobbying, outreach, and actual meetings.

We’re All in This Together: Finding 
Common Ground through Stakeholder 
Mapping, CLEO-led
Students participated in a stakeholder mapping 
activity, where they learned about the importance of 
identifying and engaging different stakeholders when 
it comes to climate change solutions. 

Changing the Climate on Climate: Civics 101 by Rebecca 
Pelham, Executive Director, Engage Miami and Engage 
Miami Civic Foundation
Students watched a presentation about what 
our local governments do, zoning, county 
budgets, millage rates, county charters, and 
how to get involved.
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Effective Communication: Useful Tools session for 
You and Your Peers (and the Rest of Us) by Ruthie 
Gold, Manager of Secondary Education Initiatives 
& Lisa Fernandez, Associate Director, Yale 
Program on Climate Change Communication
Representatives from the Yale Program on Climate Change 
Communication spoke to our students about different tools 
available to use with regards to communicating to others about 
climate change, such as the Yale Climate Opinion Maps and Yale 
Climate Communication. They also introduced concepts such as
the “Six Americas” and “Climate Spiral of Silence.”

Art + Activism = 
Artivism, CLEO-led

Students learned how the 
combination of the 

creative power of art and 
strategic planning of 

activism can lead to social 
change through artivism.

Half-Truths Session and Full Lies by Karolyn 
Burns, Program Manager, The 
CLEO Institute
Students learned about the importance of discerning
whether news sources are reliable and recognizing bias, 
including one’s own, when it comes to climate change 
information sharing.

Overcoming 
Misinformation by 

John Morales, Chief 
Meteorologist, NBC6 

John Morales, NBC6 Chief 
Meteorologist, shared his 

insights about his own 
experiences with 

misinformation about climate 
change throughout his career, 

as well as best practices 
regarding identifying false 
equivalencies in the news.

Getting to Know Climate Communicators Session by Dr. Kilan Ashad-Bishop, 
biomedical scientist and researcher, Director of The First Star 
National STEAM Academy;
 Manuela Baron, Founder, The Girl Gone Green; Christopher 
Lyons, actor, spacepreneur & youth climate advocate
Panelists described their climate journeys and empowered our 
students by answering their questions about the best ways to 
communicate messages about climate change to others.
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Dear Congresswoman Maria Elvira Salazar,

According to the US Environmental Protection Agency, CO2 is the primary
greenhouse gas emitted through human activities which can last between 300 to 1,000
years. The amount of CO2 being emitted is so excessive that it is getting trapped in the
atmosphere. For this reason,  there is warmer air, intensified droughts, heatwaves, rain
cycles, and hurricanes–which will continue to worsen. Additionally, with this extreme
heat, the oceans would warm so much they would acidify, increase coral bleaching, kill
excessive marine life, and increase sea-level rise. These effects would come back to
affect us because this would affect our health, agriculture, energy grids, food & water
security, biodiversity, and they’d create extreme weather events.

Now, how can this be mitigated this excessive CO2? My proposal is to change
the plastic plant wall decoration on the wall that begins on SW 17th Ave and ends a little
before SW 32nd Rd to a living green wall. This would not only look aesthetically
pleasing, but it’s also great for the environment. Killing two birds with one stone. I would
like to meet with you before the end of August to plan this and make it happen. This
would be a statement that many Miami citizens have been waiting for.

You may get back to me at amandacollazoo@aol.com or 787-370-1245

Best regards,

Amanda Collazo

Sources:
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases

https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/features/EnergyBalance

https://medialibrary.climatecentral.org/resources/national-and-global-emissions-sources-
2020

Students voiced their concerns to their 
elected officials about various climate 
issues in their communities.
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 Week 3: Mobilization



Students engaged in an activity where they research 
different social movements, such as the Dakota 
Access Pipeline Protests, Women’s Suffrage 
Movement, and Stonewall Riots, in order to extract 
lessons and apply them to the climate movement.

Learning from the Past Session, CLEO-led

Leaders of 
Today 

Session: 
Youth Climate 

Movement 
Roundtable by 

Valholly Frank, Native 
American Climate Activist & 

Plaintiff at Our Children’s
Trust; Pia Desangles, Civic 

Engagement Manager, Florida 
Alliance for Climate Education; Izzy 

Laderman, Founder, Disability 
Awareness Around the Climate Crisis

Youth climate activists participated in a panel 
discussion about their own journeys and

 experiences in the climate movement, and 
shared advice and lessons about the

 importance of intersectionality and inclusivity 
with our students.

Get Up, Stand Up: 
Advocacy 101 Session by Cristobal Lagunas, 

Strategy Director, The 
Climate Mobilization

Students learned what climate advocacy 
entails and why it is especially important in 
the state of Florida through examples of 
notable climate movements and 
organizations.
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Raise Your Voice Session: Speaking with Elected 
Officials featuring Rep. Anna Eskamani, Florida 

House of Representatives and Commissioner 
Sabrina Javellana, City of 

Halladale Beach
Representative Eskamani and

 Commissioner Javellana talked to our 
students about their daily 

responsibilities, their own political 
journeys, how they integrate climate 
change in their work, and the best 

ways for constituents to reach out to 
their elected officials.

Forging a New Trail Session by Dr. 
Melissa Abdo, Sun Coast 
Regional Director, National Parks 
Conservation Association 

Our students learned about how national parks will 
be impacted by climate change, as well as specific 
examples of different threats that Floridian national 
parks and preserves are currently facing, such 
as seismic exploration in Big Cypress.

Seeding Solutions Session and Sovereignty: 
Indigenous Voices in the Climate 

Movement by Rev. Houston Cypress, 
environmental artivist and Board of 

Directors, Love The Everglades 
Movement, Inc.
Reverend Cypress spoke to our students about ways 
they can learn about their Indigenous neighbors, land 
acknowledgements, the Miccosukee Tribe’s efforts 
against oil drilling in Big Cypress, invited everyone to 

explore the Everglades, and encouraged us to explore 
ways to include Indigenous voices in climate advocacy. 
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PR for the Planet Session: The Role of 
Marketing and Advertising in 

Climate by Natalia Ortiz, Director of 
Development, The CLEO Institute

Students learned about the power of pictures 
and communicating your issue to an audience 
by analyzing examples of campaigns such as 

those of the tobacco industry and CLEO’s very 
own melting Florida sculptures.

Making Waves Session to 
Protect our Oceans by Daniel 
Padilla, Florida Conservation 
Manager, Ocean Conservancy
Students learned about blue carbon, harmful 
algal blooms, ocean acidification, ocean 
warming, and sea level rise.

Online and Onwards! Session by 
Jennifer Torres, Environmental 

Organizer, Poder Latinx 
Jennifer spoke to our students about 

how climate change is impacting the 
Latinx community and what Poder 

Latinx is doing to empower diverse 
communities to take actionagainst 
climate, such as hosting an annual 

“Virtual Voting is Power Art Gallery”
that features artwork about 

climate change.
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FIELD TRIPS
Students from our Climate Action Lab and 
GenCLEO programs visited the Cutler Bay 
Solar Solutions facility to learn about solar energy, 
explore hands-on engineering, and discuss initiatives to 
increase energy resiliency in our communities. After learning 
about ways we can increase energy efficiency at home, the 
students learned engineering concepts and completed activities 
with solar panels. They went outside to measure the power of the 
sun and explored ways to increase the energy potential of solar 
panels. Students then built and raced their own solar-powered 
vehicles, and toured a tiny home entirely powered by solar 
energy. Lastly, the students toured the Cutler Bay Solar facility, 
a sustainable warehouse powered entirely through solar. They 
learned about the ways that solar is installed on homes and 
buildings, and tested the strength of solar panels through a
 hurricane projectile simulator.

South FL field trip

North FL field trip
Tallahassee is home to the largest airport-based solar farm in the 

world! The city’s clean energy manager and the site manager took 
CAL and GenCLEO students on a tour of the facility last 

Friday (July 16th). Solar Farm 1, which is 20 megawatts, 
sits on 120 acres and Solar Farm 2, which is twice as 

big at 40 megawatts, sits on 240 acres. This helps us 
move toward our city’s goal of 100% renewable 

energy by 2050. We discussed the importance of 
preparing for future green jobs, from policy-making 

to engineering and installation.
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Order:

1st part, +
 action suggestion

Hello, my name is Gabriela Vieira, 16 y/o, and here is my climate story

I was born and raised in the city of

São Paulo Brazil, w
here I fo

und my passion for animals and science. Growing up I dreamed of

being a marine biologist and studying the oceans, which were a safe place for me. Iro
nically

enough my favorite animal has always been the peregrine falcon, an extraordinary

bird which was endangered a couple of years ago.

My interest in biology only grew as

I went through middle school. W
hen I got to high school we had this field trip

 project which

consisted of creating a formal essay about a dam break in the state next to ours, and analyzing

its consequences. Many of you may not have heard but a few years ago

a dam broke in Brazil and killed hundreds of people destroying their homes and the habitat of

many animals. It w
as a big crisis in the area and led to many political conflicts.

Since Brazil is a tropical country,

and it’s located in the middle of a tectonic plate, we don’t have hurricanes, earthquakes, snow

etc so this was the firs
t moment where I got to experience a semi-natural tra

gedy firs
t hand.

Going to the city and talking to the

locals was a real eye opening experience. Everyone was affected in a different way, it 
was truly

heartbreaking. But the cherry on top was when we got back to the trip
 and learned about the

factor that due to the mining waste dumped in the dam the mud become

a non-Newtonian fluid, meaning that the animals and people who got tra
pped inside the mud

were unable to swim their w
ay out because as soon as they trie

d it tu
rned into a solid.

This experience hit m
e in many different

spots. It h
urt animal habitat,  th

e country that I love, the people on it a
nd it s

howed that human

actions can be worse than a natural disaster. But at the same tim
e this also got me thinking

about people who actually experience hurricanes, earthquakes and

how they go through the same thing, only differently.

Make Change Now

By Sarah Hoffer

My head was spinning thinking about how many plastic water bottles I had

recycled with the caps on, how many plastic grocery bags I had shoved into

the recycling bin.

All this time I thought I was doing the right thing, separating my garbage

and my recycling made me feel good.

‘‘Keeping lids on bottles makes them unrecyclable, and plastic grocery

bags get tangled in recycling machines.”

Even just this bit of information changed my whole worldview on making

change.

Climate change has been a topic I’ve heard my whole life.

Having scary images of polar bears on melting ice caps pushed in my face

at a young age, images of animals covered in oil and lands cracked with

drought.

Adults telling me that I’m the future, I have to be better, I have to save the

world.

Naive 8 year old me thought that was impossible.

Guess 16 year old me finally doing her research on her recycling thought

otherwise.

Each individual on the planet is presented with the opportunity to make

change, it’s up to us to put effort into making that change happen.

Nearing a point of no return regarding the state of our plant is terrifying to

me, and it should be to anyone.

Only we can reverse the damage previous generations have done, so I’ve

decided to educate myself and others on easy changes we can make in our

everyday lives to help the planet.

We have the power to save our planet, so let’s start with telling people they

can’t recycle water bottle caps and the right place to take plastic grocery

bags.

In 2017 Hurric
ane Irm

a hit S
outh Florid

a. A
fte

r th
at hurric

ane it m
ade m

e re
alize th

at m
y

house was using tra
ditio

nal in
candescent lig

ht b
ulbs instead of L

ED lig
ht b

ulbs. A
fte

r I

researched th
e benefi

ts of L
ED lig

ht b
ulbs I s

hared them with
 m

y fa
mily and to

ld th
em it

could save energy in which we switc
hed to

 LED lig
hts

in our h
ouse completely. 

However, a
s I

contin
ue to

 learn m
ore about c

lim
ate change I r

ealized that th
is was only th

e fir
st s

tep to

im
prove energy effi

ciency. I
n order to

 to
 have dire

ct effe
cts to

 m
itig

ate clim
ate change, I

realized th
at w

e would have to
 use re

newable energy completely. 
In order to

 confro
nt th

is

challenge, I r
esearched ways to

 use re
newable energy and solar p

ower w
as one of th

em. A
s

a re
sult, I

 re
alized th

at w
e could use solar p

anels to completely m
itig

ate th
e use of

non-re
newable energy. T

herefore, I c
ame to

 th
e conclusion that m

y whole community could

invest in
 solar p

anels. A
s fo

r a
 call to

 actio
n, I encourage m

y audience to
 re

search m
ore

solar p
ower c

ompanies in yo
ur n

eighborhood so th
at in tu

rn, yo
u could start i

mplementin
g

solar p
anels on yo

ur ro
of!

My Climate Story/ Storytelling

Everything started when I moved to Miami, Florida. I grew up in Spain, in a city called

San Sebastian, where climate change was not talked about, since it did not affect the weather that

much. The second I moved to Miami, that all changed. I was about nine years old when I moved,

and I could definitely say that was where my climate story began. Like so many people, my

parents do not believe that climate change and global warming exist and for a while there I

believed them. I would hear about it in school, but always put it off, since I grew up with that

mindset. Little by little, in school, I would hear more information about it and start to piece more

things together, until I finally witnessed it firsthand. I have seen various tropical storms and

floods occur, but what happened in Hurricane Irma changed my perspective. Trees fell down in

my neighborhood, and everyone lost power for days. Not the worst that can happen, but it was

enough to make me rethink everything I started doing more research, and wanting to do more for

the environment. Through this, I learned that weather will become more unpredictable as time

goes on, and that sea level will rise so much that Florida may not even exist in the future.

Reading this, I realized that something needed to change. That is what led me to the CLEO

Institute, whose main purpose is climate education and advocacy for the cause. Knowing

everything I know now, and what I am still learning, I want to tell everyone that awareness and

giving back to people is so important and worth it. I urge everyone to go to do research on

Climate Change and the small acts that they can do to try to help. Even if you have not lived

through it, remember that it is still affecting people all over the globe. People lose their houses,

pets, and even family and friends due to Climate Change. Therefore, I want to tell everyone to do

research, and invest in more sustainable energy that can help better its effects. For example, solar

power is a very affordable and real topic that can help better the environment. Not only would it

Students shared their personal climate stories through various art mediums and 
included a call to action to encourage others to join the climate movement.

STORYTELLING 



Make Change Now

By Sarah Hoffer

My head was spinning thinking about how many plastic water bottles I had

recycled with the caps on, how many plastic grocery bags I had shoved into

the recycling bin.

All this time I thought I was doing the right thing, separating my garbage

and my recycling made me feel good.

‘‘Keeping lids on bottles makes them unrecyclable, and plastic grocery

bags get tangled in recycling machines.”

Even just this bit of information changed my whole worldview on making

change.

Climate change has been a topic I’ve heard my whole life.

Having scary images of polar bears on melting ice caps pushed in my face

at a young age, images of animals covered in oil and lands cracked with

drought.

Adults telling me that I’m the future, I have to be better, I have to save the

world.

Naive 8 year old me thought that was impossible.

Guess 16 year old me finally doing her research on her recycling thought

otherwise.

Each individual on the planet is presented with the opportunity to make

change, it’s up to us to put effort into making that change happen.

Nearing a point of no return regarding the state of our plant is terrifying to

me, and it should be to anyone.

Only we can reverse the damage previous generations have done, so I’ve

decided to educate myself and others on easy changes we can make in our

everyday lives to help the planet.

We have the power to save our planet, so let’s start with telling people they

can’t recycle water bottle caps and the right place to take plastic grocery

bags.

Storytelling Project

By Gabriela Trujillo

Climate Story
My role in climate advocacy started during Hurricane Michael in 2018. I vividly 

remember the rain and its aftermath in my community. People lost power for 

weeks, and there were many casualties. I had just learned that storms were going 

to become more frequent and of a greater magnitude because of climate change. 

This made me wonder: What are we doing about this and how can I help? I started 

making small choices in my lifestyle such as recycling properly and by going to 

and organizing clean-ups. But, I wanted to do more which is why I joined the 

CLEO Program to get some ideas on how to inspire the people around me to do 

the same. I can’t wait to hit the ground running and help prevent climate change!

My climate story goes something like this: in my freshman year of high school, my course list

included AP human geography, biology honors, and English honors I. Of course, these weren’t

all of my classes but they are the ones related to the story. My biology course was first on my

schedule so I would walk down this hallway of non-permeable pavement and stand outside the

door of Mr. Malave‘s class where he would finally swing the door open at the last minute and the

kids would bum rush in. At this time, he would simply stand by the door, glance out to view the

kids, wave to the teachers and occasionally look down at the grass. Then he would come into the

class, shush the kids and have us begin our bell work. I won’t walk you through the entire forty

minutes of our class period but on one occasion, the topic that we were to explore was organisms,

their local environment and causes behind extinction. More specifically, the topic was how

Climate change could disrupt the match between organisms and their local environment,

reducing survival and reproduction and causing extinction for some species and providing

benefits for others. I remember being so engaged with him, speaking. He was already a favorite

teacher of mine as he lived by the motto “excellence is not a habit but a lifestyle”. Then I would

leave his class and I would head down the hallway again on non-permeable pavement and

approach the classroom for AP human geography, which was taught by Miss Eberhardt, a blonde

and diehard for geography.One day we had a movie day in class and she played Food Inc. Watching it, I was devastated,

disgusted and absolutely in shock although admittedly I had gone back home that night and ate a

beef hamburger. In brief, it was disturbing and would have any viewer hurl from the sight of a

cheeseburger or a plate of chicken fingers, but not enough so that I would act to change it or the

system that kept it rooted. Regardless, on that day, I made some takeaways to store in the back of

my head. I’d learned about greenhouse gases, it’s contributions to climate change, methane

clouds and their intersections with climate justice, key terms like ‘deforestation, ecology,

sustainability, ethics’ and more. That movie shone light on climate change deniers and inspired

me to especially challenge the food system and corporate farming. Later that month, I watched

the 2013 documentary, “GMO OMG '' with my family for movie night and it was daringly

engaging, it highlighted the pervasiveness of the GMO’s in our American food supply. What’s

better, the director left you with a hopeful,optimistic feel at the end rather than doom and gloom

that others would conclude with. That ending in company with the sights I’d spotlighted in my

head from “Food Inc '', I felt called to protect the plane that had provided me a home, air to

breathe, frends to consult and a family to love.

From watching that movie, I at least wanted to start small considering I couldn’t give up chicken

or beef. I started a garden and found it to be a better alternative than investing in these

multinational corporations that harm our animals and send methane gases off to BIPOC

communities. After nine plus hours of working on my mobile device and laptop, I could walk to

my back/front porch and water my plants (when global warming wasn’t too intense and

I come from a country where nothing ever happens there and

everything always happens here. Weather disasters “were an

American thing” and either way it would never happen to me

right? Yet there I was, I didn’t know how it had happened, or what

will happen. The only thing I thought I knew is that I was crapless

My Climate Story/ Storytelling

Everything started when I moved to Miami, Florida. I grew up in Spain, in a city called

San Sebastian, where climate change was not talked about, since it did not affect the weather that

much. The second I moved to Miami, that all changed. I was about nine years old when I moved,

and I could definitely say that was where my climate story began. Like so many people, my

parents do not believe that climate change and global warming exist and for a while there I

believed them. I would hear about it in school, but always put it off, since I grew up with that

mindset. Little by little, in school, I would hear more information about it and start to piece more

things together, until I finally witnessed it firsthand. I have seen various tropical storms and

floods occur, but what happened in Hurricane Irma changed my perspective. Trees fell down in

my neighborhood, and everyone lost power for days. Not the worst that can happen, but it was

enough to make me rethink everything I started doing more research, and wanting to do more for

the environment. Through this, I learned that weather will become more unpredictable as time

goes on, and that sea level will rise so much that Florida may not even exist in the future.

Reading this, I realized that something needed to change. That is what led me to the CLEO

Institute, whose main purpose is climate education and advocacy for the cause. Knowing

everything I know now, and what I am still learning, I want to tell everyone that awareness and

giving back to people is so important and worth it. I urge everyone to go to do research on

Climate Change and the small acts that they can do to try to help. Even if you have not lived

through it, remember that it is still affecting people all over the globe. People lose their houses,

pets, and even family and friends due to Climate Change. Therefore, I want to tell everyone to do

research, and invest in more sustainable energy that can help better its effects. For example, solar

power is a very affordable and real topic that can help better the environment. Not only would it

Students shared their personal climate stories through various art mediums and 
included a call to action to encourage others to join the climate movement.

PROJECTS



CERTIFICATION HIGHLIGHTS

X students 
mastered 
their abilities 
to communicate 
the climate crisis 
by becoming 
newly certified 
CLEO Climate 
Speakers ready to 
educate the world!

13.



GRADUATION
The CAL team hosted a virtual graduation ceremony to celebrate our students’ 
completion of this program, what they have learned, and what they 
accomplished! Some of our students shared their personal climate stories and 
projects in front of their peers, loved ones, as well as many of our guest 
speakers and partners. CLEO staff and 
guest speakers shared words of 
encouragement and empowerment to 
inspire our students in their 
future endeavors.

• 26 students graduated from the CAL 
2021 Program

• X students became certified CLEO 
Climate Speakers

• 42 guest speakers presented and 
interacted with our students 

• 2 field trip opportunities 

• 51 letters were sent to school 
administrators and elected officials
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STUDENT 
TESTIMONIALS
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We hope you join us for 
CAL Summer 2022!

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR 2021 PARTNERS


