
HURRICANES IN
FLORIDA

W H A T  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W  A B O U T  

W H A T  I S  A  H U R R I C A N E ?

A hurricane is a powerful tropical storm with
winds over 74 miles per hour. It forms over
warm ocean water when moist air rises and
creates a low-pressure center. As the system
grows, it begins to rotate and gain strength.

Florida is one of the most hurricane-prone
states in the country. Its long coastline, flat
terrain, and warm surrounding waters increase
the risk of severe impacts.

Both coastal and inland areas can experience
strong winds, storm surge, flooding, and even
tornadoes. Hurricane season lasts from June 1
to November 30, but storms can form outside
of this time frame.

Sea level rise makes storm surge more
dangerous, and warmer air holds more moisture,
increasing flood risks.

Warmer ocean water gives hurricanes more
energy, making them stronger and wetter.

H U R R I C A N E S  T O D A Y  A R E  M O R E  L I K E L Y  T O :  

W H Y  I S  F L O R I D A  E S P E C I A L L Y  A T  R I S K ?
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Hurricanes are ranked by wind
speed using the Saffir-Simpson

scale

H O W  I S  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E
A F F E C T I N G  H U R R I C A N E S ?

H O W  D O  Y O U  P R E P A R E  F O R
H U R R I C A N E S  A N D  W H A T  C A N  Y O U
D O  T O  R E D U C E  Y O U R  R I S K S ?

Rapidly intensify

Drop more rain in a shorter amount of time

Move more slowly, causing longer-lasting
damage

Water (1 gallon per person per day)
Non-perishable food
Medications and first aid supplies
Flashlights, batteries, phone chargers
Important documents in a waterproof
container
Face masks, hand sanitizer, and baby
supplies if needed

Plan for pets, medications, and family
members with special needs

Know your evacuation zone at
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http://floridadisaster.org/Know


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wUyJ4TJoBUbk9mEYgCG1ETAFMJtFW2t148JjQTFrx70/mobilebasic
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